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Two Ways to See Same Data 

“…	  third-‐most	  populous	  
city,	  had	  the	  fi6h-‐most	  
tech	  jobs…”	  
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Education Drives Opportunities 
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Chicago Has Great Education Options 

13	  Industry-‐Oriented	  City	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Colleges	  and	  Satellites	  

47Four-‐Year	  Degreed	  Universi?es	  Nearby	  



Talent: California versus UIUC 

Computer	  Science	  &	  Computer	  Engineering	  Undergraduates	  

CalTech 	   	  MIT 	   	   	  Stanford 	   	   	  Berkley 	   	   	  	  	  Univ	  of	  Illinois	  

=	  100	  students	  



Birds of a Feather Flock Together 
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Chicago’s Technology Community Grew Slow 

ePrairie
iStreet 

BIGFrontier



Chicago’s Technology and 
Entrepreneurship 

Community Has Blossomed 

2000	   2002	   2004	   2006	   2008	   2010	   2012	  

Source: Chicago Innovation Awards 



One Step Starts A 1,000 Mile Journey 
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It Starts with Entrepreneurs… 
1985:	  Barry	  Karlin	  &	  Galen	  Collins	  

1987:	  Naviga?onal	  Technologies	  Corpora?on	  

1996:	  T.	  Russell	  Shields:	  CEO	  

2000:	  Judson	  Green	  

2004:	  Chris	  Galvin:	  Chairman	  



Chicago Technology Has Had Many Anchors 



Startups Can Become Next Anchors 



Chicago: Better Cost of Living City 
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Source: C2ER Cost of Living Index (2013), WBC (6/4/14) 



Dramatic Job Growth 

Source: Built in Chicago  



Startups Need Paying Customers 
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Chicago Has Customers 

Over 400 major (>1,000 empl) 

corporate headquarters  
 

29 S&P 500 companies 

 

31 Fortune 500 HQs  

including 8 in Chicago 

 

16 FT Global 500 HQs 



Most Diversified Economy in U.S. 

 1 
Chicago 

4 
Atlanta 

8 
Miami 

2 Philadelphia 

5 
Dallas 

3 Los Angeles 

6 Boston 

10 New York 

9 
Houston 

7 
Washington, DC 

Source: Moody’s Analytics (2013), WBC (10/6/2014) 

No Single Industry Employs More Than 14% of the Workforce 



3 
JAPAN 
$5,960 

21 
CHICAGO 
$531 

Ranking 
$ Gross Product (U.S. Billions, 2012) 

2 
CHINA 
$8,358 

8 
RUSSIA 
$2,015 

20 
SWITZERLAND 
$632 

13 
SPAIN 
$1,349 

9 
ITALY 
$2,013 

6 
U.K. 
$2,435 

22 
SWEDEN 
$526 

7 
BRAZIL 
$2,253 

5 
FRANCE 
$2,613 

11 
CANADA 
$1,821 

10 
INDIA 
$1,842 

1 
UNITED STATES 
$15,685 

14 
MEXICO 
$1,178 

12 
AUSTRALIA 
$1,521 

15 
KOREA 
$1,130 

18 
NETHERLANDS 
$772 

24 
POLAND 
$490 

16 
INDONESIA 
$878 

4 
GERMANY 
$3,400 

25 
BELGIUM 
$484 

19 
SAUDI ARABIA 
$711 

17 
TURKEY 
$789 

23 
NORWAY 
$500 

Source: World Bank (2012), Moody’s Analytics (2012), WBC (9/23/13) 

Chicago is 21st Largest World Economy 



Money Talks 
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Funding Activity Up Meaningfully 
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As Well as Company Exits 

$5.5B $3B 
$700M 

2014 

2013 

2012 

Company “Exit” Value*: 

Source: Built in Chicago; Exit value defined as IPO or acquisition 



The Acorn Becomes An Oak Tree 
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Collaborative Spaces Easing Entrance 



We Need to Work Together 
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Be Constructively Positive 

•  Work collectively to change the world 
 
•  Enhance your exposure to partnerships 

with research, corporate and education 

•  Celebrate and communicate our success 



Be Part of the Community 
•  Corporate-Level 
–  Be Accessible 
–  Leverage Start-up Talent 
–  Be Supportive of our Growing Tech Community 

•  Personal-Level 
–  Be a Mentor  
–  Spread the Reality 
–  Donate to the Cause 



Chicago:  
Major Tech Hub 

 

 
 
 

mark@tebbe.com 
(312) 857-8855 


